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March 8,1901 4gQ 

plague had occurred and of which 10 patients oat of 23 had died up to 
December 8, the governor of Saratov reports that the disease turns out 
to be Siberian plague. 

Egypt. — The ship cook's boy who was taken sick on board the mail 
steamer Senegal under symptoms of the plague, with fever, great weak- 
ness, and swelling of the glands, was, on January 11, on the way to 
recovery. On January 8 and 9 he received 2 injections each of 40 c. c. 
of anti-plague serum obtained from Beirut. He was carefully isolated 
on board, his admission to the hospital at Beirut having been refused, 
and is alleged to have come in contact with no one except the 2 physi- 
cians. 

British East India. — In the city of Bombay 999 persons died dur- 
ing the week ended December 29 — that is to say, 86 more than during 
the foregoing week, and in the same city during the week ended Janu- 
ary 5 there were 1,019 deaths. In the first week 159 deaths were proved 
to be due to plague — that is to say 48 more than during the foregoing 
week, and in the second week 176 of the deaths were from plague. In- 
cluding those cases designated as suspected plague, there occurred in the 
last week 464 deaths from plague. 

Queensland. — According to the bulletins published by the central 
sanitary authorities, 1 case of plague occurred in the colony at Brisbane 
during the week ended December 15. At the end of the week there 
were still 4 cases under treatment at Brisbane and 2 in Thursday Island. 
During the following week, ended December 22, a case of plague is 
alleged to have occurred at Bockhampton. 

Cholera. 

British East India. — In Calcutta 69 persons died of cholera during 
the period from December 23 to January 5. 

Smallpox. 

Turkey. — A rather severe epidemic of smallpox is reported to have 
broken out at Jaffa, in Syria, during the first half of the month of 
January. 

Bespectfully, Joseph B. Greene, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. S. 
The Surgeon-General, 

U. S. Marine-Hospital Service. 

Beport from Berlin — Plague and smallpox information. 

Berlin, Germany, February 18, 1901. 
Sir : I have the honor to submit herewith the following information 
obtained from the imperial health bureau : 

The following official information is communicated regarding the 
cases of plague which occurred on board the Highland Prince : 

The steamer which left Antwerp on her return voyage to Bosario on 
August 30 and had completed her cargo in London, arrived on October 
3 in Bahia, and the captain reported sickness on board, but proceeded 
on the voyage to Montevideo, where she arrived on October 12. Up to 
this time, 5 cases of suspected plague had occurred on board the ship. 
In Montevideo, strict sanitary measures were taken, especially with 
regard to the sick and convalescent patients, who were isolated, and the 
baggage, clothing, and effects of the passengers and crew were thor- 



481 



March 8,1901 



oughly disinfected. The steamer was also disinfected, and various parts 
of the ship were repainted. On expiration of the designated period, 
the ship proceeded on her voyage to Rosario in order take in a cargo of 
corn. At this time, 2 fresh cases of plague occurred, the last on Novem- 
ber 16, both evidently of a mild nature. The patients were conveyed 
to the hospital established on a hulk, and the ship was again disinfected. 
On December 4, the steamer left La Plata River, touched at Las Palmas 
on January 1, 1901, and reached Shields on January 11, fifty-six days 
having elapsed since the last case of suspected plague. On the arrival 
of the ship in Shields, upon a medical examination, all the passengers 
were found to be in good health, but as a precautionary measure, all 
their personal effects, etc., were disinfected, and care was taken to pre- 
vent rats from the ship coming on land. Then all- the rats on the ship 
were destroyed. On presenting the official report, it appeared that no 
case of sickness of a suspicious nature had occurred for seventy days. 

Russia. — According to a publication by the governor of Astrakhan, 
dated end of January, an acute epidemic of a very contagious character, 
not yet diagnosticated, had broken out in the Kirgisen reservation 
Merek, as well as in Tekebai-Tubek and Karakut. These settlements, 
which are located in the northeastern corner of the Kirgisen Steppe, 
near the frontier of the Ural territory and the governmental district of 
Samara, are surrounded by a cordon of Kirgisen riders. 

According to a further communication by Prince Alexander Petro- 
vitch of Oldenburg, who has been intrusted with supreme authority in 
connection with the measures taken for the suppression of the epidemic 
in the southeastern governmental districts, the cordon has been raised in 
the village of Vladimirowka, after a cessation of the sickness. 

In the 3 settlements near the village of Alowka, 40 versts distant 
from the station Alexandrow-Hai, district of Nowosensk, government 
of Samara, and in the Kirgisen Steppes, 61 cases of sickness have 
occurred between December 22 and January 9, of which 44 cases ter- 
minated in death. The regulations imposed are said to be willingly 
carried out. The disease in Tekebai Tubek and Merske is taking a 
mild course, although on January 19 there occurred 3 new cases, which 
also ended fatally. In the reservation of Karakut near the Staniza 
Slamichinsk no new cases had occurred between January 16 and 27, 
and there have been in that place in all only 7 victims to the disease. 
Nevertheless the prince has deemed it necessary to establish a sanitary 
police control in the Kirgisen Steppes at the mouth of the Volga and 
on the northern bank of the Caspian Sea. 

Tubket. — A death from suspected plague occurred in Smyrna on 
February 3. 

Persia. — A Persian steamer from Bombay arrived at Buschar with 
a case of suspected plague on board, and after remaining there in quar- 
antine for four days, has, according to a communication of February 8, 
continued her voyage to Basra. 

British East India. — In the Presidency of Bombay there were offi- 
cially reported during the week ended January 4, 637 new cases of 
plague and 424 deaths ; and during the following week ended January 
11 there were 732 new cases and 559 deaths. 

Likewise in the city of Bombay, an increase of the disease has been 
noted at the beginning of the present year, inasmuch as during the week 
ended January 12, 310 persons are proven to have died of plague, and 
there were 316 deaths of "suspected" plague, so that including those 
cases designated as "suspected" plague, there occurred 172 more deaths 
from plague than during the foregoing week. The total number of 



deaths during the week ended on January 12 amounted in the city of 
Bombay to 1,228, being 209 more than during the previous week. The 
total number of cases of plague reported there for the last 4 weeks — that 
is to say, since December 15, 1900, being 158, 185, 231, and 386, respec- 
tively. 

Reunion. — From January 10 until January 18, 6 new cases of plague 
occurred on the island, of which 5 ended fatally. 

Gape Colony.— According to a communication dated February 8, 
2 cases of plague were officially diagnosticated in Cape Town. 

Great Britain. — During the last week of the month of January an 
unusually large number of cases of smallpox were noted. According to 
a communication dated January 30, there were then in the local hospital 
380 patients suffering with smallpox. Since January 26 the disease is 
said to be on the decrease. According to the weekly bulletins arrived 
at the imperial health bureau, 34 persons died of smallpox in Glasgow 
between January 20 and February 2. 

Russia. — The epidemic of smallpox which caused numerous deaths in 
Warsaw during the last month of the year 1900, has abated now that 
the cold weather has begun. According to the official lists published 
by the municipal authorities there occurred 118 deaths between Novem- 
ber 11 and December 8, 59 deaths between December 9 and January 5, 
and from January 6 to January 19, 31 deaths from smallpox in Warsaw 
alone. The extent to which the disease has raged in individual districts 
of Warsaw is said to be nothing unusual. For instance, during Novem- 
ber and December of the previous year, there were 25 deaths from small- 
pox in the governmental district of Kalisch, of which 11 deaths occurred 
in the frontier districts. In the governmental district of Lomsha there 
were 9 deaths from smallpox in the month of December, against which 
there occurred in the governmental district of Warsaw (exclusive of the 
city of Warsaw) 122 deaths from smallpox in the month of November, 
of which 37 occurred in the commune of Nieszawa. 

Bespectfully, Joseph B. Greene, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. M. 8. 

The Surgeon- General, 

U. 8. Marine-Hospital Service. 

Plague at Cape Town confirmed by bacteriologic examination. 

[Clipping from Berliner Tageblatt, February 16, 1901. Translated and sent by P. A. 

Surg. J. B. Greene.] 

Berlin, Germany, February 16, 1901. 
It is reported from Cape Town that the bacteriologist ordered by the 
Government to conduct the investigation of the cases of sickness there, 
has ascertained the presence of the bubonic plague bacillus and declared 
that it is undoubtedly an outbreak of the bubonic plague. Up till now, 
12 cases have been diagnosticated with certainty in the hospital. Two 
patients, both Kaffirs, have died. There is only 1 white patient in 
hospital. 

Probable discovery of the cause of acute articular rheumatism {rheumatic 

fever). 

Berlin, Germany, February 21, 1901. 
Sir : I have the honor to submit a report of the recent discovery of 
an organism that is supposed to be the cause of acute articular rheuma- 
tism. The announcement of the discovery has aroused the greatest 
interest in the medical circles of Berlin, and the person to whom the 



